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Gary � omas  is an award-winning 
author whose books on marriage, 
parenting, and the Christian life 
have become worldwide bestsellers.  
Sacred Marriage: What If God 
Designed Marriage to Make Us Holy 
More � an to Make Us Happy? has 
now sold over 300,000 copies and 
is changing the way the church 
thinks about marriage. His books 
have been translated into a dozen 
languages.  Authentic Faith won the 
2003 Gold Medallion Award; two 

collaborative books were each � nalists for the Gold Medallion Award, 
as was Gary’s own Devotions for a Sacred Marriage.  Gary has been a 
featured guest on numerous radio and television programs, including 
Focus on the Family and Family Life Today, and speaks internationally 
on the nature of the spiritual life.  He and his wife have three children 
and live in Bellingham, Washington.

Drs. Paul and Virginia Friesen  were married in 
1976 and have three daughters and a wonderful 
son-in-law.  As the lead resource couple at 
Home Improvement Ministries, the Friesens 
regularly speak at marriage, men’s, and women’s 
conferences in the US and internationally, as 

well as local family and parenting seminars.  � ey have an ongoing 
ministry with several professional athletic teams, and have authored 
a number of books and curriculums on parenting and marriage.  Paul 
and Virginia both have Doctorates in Marriage and Family � erapy 
from Gordon-Conwell � eological Seminary.  � eir greatest joy in life 
is knowing that their children are walking in the Truth.

Danny Oertli  is an accomplished singer, 
songwriter, and author, encouraging audiences 
worldwide with enriching stories of God’s 
enduring faithfulness. He has performed 
throughout the world and has worked with 
many ministries, including Billy Graham, 
Focus on the Family, and FamilyLife.  For the 

past seven years, Danny has served as the worship leader for the Dare 
2 Share conferences and as a Compassion International spokesperson.� 
He currently lives in Parker, Colorado, with his wife Rayna and their 
three children.
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